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Every year when the holy month of Ramadan, the month of wor-
ship and self-improvement is about to begin, Muslims begin to 
strive to know the first day of it; just as when the month of Shaw-
wal is about to begin, the question of what day is Eid al-Fitr arises 
among them. Undoubtedly this case is very good if it is due to 
their desire to start a new worship or complete it with the aim of 
approaching God, and it indicates that the faith in their hearts is 
alive in spite of all their faults and shortcomings, and it reminds 
of the fact that they, despite all their intellectual and religious dif-
ferences, are a single nation and have many common beliefs and 
laws. Although the dispute between them over the first and last day 
of the holy month of Ramadan -which has become a routine every 
year- draws attention like a dark spot on the cloak of their unity, 
but complaining about it alone is not useful and does not help. 
What is needed to be done is to identify the cause of it and then 
come up with a solution and take appropriate action to resolve it.

The cause of the dispute
Undoubtedly, the reason why Muslims disagree about the first 

and last day of the holy month of Ramadan is that on one hand, 
most of them are still stuck with imitating their scholars or rulers, 
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and on the other hand, their scholars have conflicting jurispruden-
tial views and their rulers have colorful political considerations!

Dispute resolution
The solution to their dispute is that their scholars from different 

Islamic sects to form a joint committee and, with full indepen-
dence from their rulers, to issue a unique and documented vote 
after consulting and reviewing the opinions of the experts and re-
ports of the observers, so that all Muslims around the world can 
act accordingly.

Is this really a difficult task?! Or is it more expensive than doz-
ens of large organizations with an Islamic suffix and huge budgets 
which have been established and it is not clear what they are doing 
and what benefit they have for the Muslims of the world?!

Certainly not, but unfortunately there is no will to do this easy 
and inexpensive work; because many influential scholars in the 
world of Islam still think that it is necessary to see the crescent 
in their own country, and it is not enough if Muslims in another 
country see it, or they think that seeing the crescent with aided eye 
is not enough!

Undoubtedly, this is a scholarly error which is the main cause 
for the disagreement about the beginning and the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan, and the way to get rid of it is that either this 
group of scholars, correct their scholarly error with courage and 
humbleness, or Muslims stop imitating them so that at least their 
influence ends and hence their influence will not be able to prevent 
the necessary actions such as the formation of a joint committee 
in the world of Islam to determine the first and last day of the holy 
month of Ramadan; as Allamah Mansoor Hashemi Khorasani may 
God protect him has spoken a lot about both ways and he has pro-
vided the necessary guidance; because on one hand, he has sym-
pathetically explained the scholarly error of this group of scholars 
and he has emphasized the adequacy of seeing the crescent once 
-even with the aimed eye- for all Muslims in the world, and on 
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the other hand, he has compassionately called all Muslims in the 
world to refrain from imitation and doing research instead, in or-
der to pave the way for them to achieve a blessed unity.1

Although, there is another major obstacle in between, namely the 
policies and expediency of Muslim rulers, who, with a short-sight-
ed attitude, have drawn their competition into the field of religious 
and worship affairs and they have found their interests in political, 
economic and cultural independence from other Islamic countries 
and therefore, they consider any attempt to coordinate with Mus-
lims in other countries a connection with “foreigners” (!) and a 
threat to their security and survival!

Undoubtedly, this is another consequence of the sovereignty of 
the oppressors over Islamic countries, and the only way to get rid 
of it is to take the sovereignty from them and bring it to its true 
owner, Imam Mahdi peace be upon him, which will be done wheth-
er with their consent and cooperation or with their hatred and re-
sistance, however, either way it will be carried out and there is no 
escape from it; as Allamah Mansoor Hashemi Khorasani may God 
protect him has spoken about this in detail and he has provided 
the necessary guidance; because on one hand, he has encouraged 
the Muslim rulers to give up power and take effective and obvious 
steps to pave the way for the advent of Imam Mahdi peace be upon 
him, and on the other hand, he has invited the Muslim nations to 
put pressure on their rulers and, if necessary, to abandon them in 
favor of Imam Mahdi peace be upon him, so that the way is paved 
in every way for them to achieve unity and the realization of the 
Islamic ideal.2

What to do today?
These are mid-term or long-term ways that should be followed 

by those who prepare the grounds for the advent of Imam Mah-

1 . For awareness of his guidance on the sighting of the crescent, see Question and 
Answer 100 and 198, and for awareness of his warnings about imitating scholars, see 
the book «Return to Islam» (p. 57) and its explanation.
2 . For example, see: Question and Answer 209.

https://www.alkhorasani.com/fa/moshahede-porsesh/5684/
https://www.alkhorasani.com/fa/moshahede-porsesh/7156/
https://www.alkhorasani.com/en/bookview/Return-to-Islam/page/57/
https://www.alkhorasani.com/fa/moshahede-porsesh/7355/
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di peace be upon him under the leadership of Allamah Mansoor 
Hashemi Khorasani, but the short-term way which determines the 
responsibly of Muslims today in regards to the holy month of Ra-
madan, is ignoring the announcements of the rulers and to aban-
don imitation of the scholars who consider it necessary to see the 
crescent in their country or they believe that seeing the crescent 
with the aided eye is not enough; because imitating them is the 
cause of dispute among Muslims, rather Muslims -even if they are 
imitators in religious matters- should not imitate in determining 
the first or last day of the lunar month; because the determination 
of the first or last day of the lunar month is not the inference of a 
religious law that requires special preconditions and competence 
of the scholars, but is the acquisition of information from an objec-
tive and external subject which is achieved by seeing the crescent 
in one’s own eyes or knowing that others have seen it, and it is 
even possible for non-Muslim population; as even the Jahiliyyah 
Arabs used to do so, whereas they neither had access to today’s 
observation facilities nor would know about seeing the crescent in 
far lands!

Therefore, Muslim brothers and sisters, if they are really worried 
about being aware of the first and last day of the holy month of Ra-
madan, then they should put aside laziness and instead of looking 
at the mouths of scholars with wrong jurisprudential opinions and 
rulers with unknown political motives, start investigating them-
selves; in this way that if they live in open spaces with clear skies 
or have access to common observation facilities such as cameras 
and telescopes, they should go to a high and suitable place near 
sunset and try to see the crescent on the horizon, and if it is hard 
for them to do so, they should refer to reputable internet websites 
which publish news and documents on the sighting of the crescent 
without political or religious considerations and only by relying on 
astronomical studies, and compare their reports with each other, 
until they are convinced of the sighting of the crescent somewhere 
in the world.
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All of these Muslim brothers and sisters, both those who have 
personally observed and those who have researched the news and 
documents of the sighting of the crescent, can send us the result, so 
that if it is correct and conclusive, we can inform other people as 
well. This is a worthy and beneficial thing that all Muslim broth-
ers and sisters are expected to do, except for those who are doing 
something necessary during this time and are not able to observe 
or research personally, or they are in an unsuitable place and are 
not capable to use the internet or do not have access to it; because 
they can use the results of research by their Muslim brothers and 
sisters which is posted on this website.

We hope that laziness, passivity and imitation will disappear from 
Muslims and give room to vitality, effort and research, because the 
Islamic Ummah -more than ever- needs such transformation and 
reform, in order to get ready for the advent of Imam Mahdi peace 
be upon him.

Attention

Due to the fact that this year (1441 lunar year), the month of 
Sha’ban began on Thursday, March 26, 2020, the month of Ra-
madan will begin on Friday, April 24, 2020, or on Saturday, April 
25, 2020. Therefore, if the sighting of the crescent is confirmed 
anywhere in the world on Thursday, April 23, 2020, the beginning 
of the holy month of Ramadan will be Friday, otherwise it will be 
Saturday.

According to the news received from some Islamic countries 
about the sighting of the New Moon Crescent on Thursday, April 
23, 2020/ Sha’ban 29, 1441 AH, which confirm authentic images 
and are in accordance with the opinion of Muslim experts, the first 
day of the holy month of Ramadan is Friday, April 24, 2020. We 
ask all Muslim brothers and sisters to pray for the health of Imam 
Mahdi peace be upon him and the success of the preparers for his 
advent in this blessed month.

please click on your selected link.
Facebook page Link for the above

 content
*

https://www.alkhorasani.com/en/read/2090/

