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 A Sermon from his honor about successive narration and 
its testament.

عَنِ  الهاشِميَّ الخرُاسانيَّ  المنصورَ  قال: سألتُ  القَیُّوم  بْنُ عبدِ  السّلامِ  أخبرنا عبدُ 
سُنُ و ذلكَِ 

ْ
 ما توَاترََ عَلیَهَْا الأل

ّ
وایةِ فَكَرِهَهُ و قال: ما أنزَْلَ الُله مِنْ رِوایةٍ إل الأخْذِ باِلرِّ

نِّ و إنَّما یُعْبَدُ باِلیقَین! قلتُ: و ما حَدُّ التَّواترُ؟ قال: ما یسَْتیَقِْنُ  لِأنَّ الَله ل یُعْبَدُ باِلظَّ
رْبَعَةُ رجِالٍ ذَوي عَدْلٍ إذا لمَْ یَْتَلِفُوا، كَما 

َ
بهِِ عُقَلاءُ الّناس! قلتُ: و كَمْ ذا؟ قال: أ

ِكَ 
ٰ َ

ول
ُ
فَأ هَدَاءِ  باِلشُّ توُا 

ْ
یأَ لمَْ  إِذْ 

فَ  ۚ شُهَدَاءَ  رْبَعَةِ 
َ
بأِ  جَاءُوا عَلیَهِْ 

َ
لوَْل  : وجََلَّ قالَ الُله عَزَّ

فاظِهِمْ و المَعْنُِّ واحِدٌ! قالَ: ل بأَسَ 
ْ
ل
َ
تُ: رُبَّما یَْتَلِفُونَ في أ

ْ
كَذِبوُنَ! قُل

ْ
عِندَْ الِله هُمُ ال

بهِِ و ل یكَُونَ بَعْضُهُمْ قُرَناءَ بَعْضٍ فَیُتَّهَمُوا في رِوایتَِهِمْ! ثُمَّ مَكَثَ هُنَیئَْةً ثُمَّ قالَ: إنَّ 
لفَیَّةَ ترََكُوا العَقْلَ فَشاهَتْ وجُُوهُهُمْ! السَّ

Translation of the saying:

Abdul Salaam bin Abdul Ghayoum Balkhi informed us 
and said: I asked Mansoor Hashemi Khorasani about act-
ing upon narrations, so he deemed it non-acceptable and 
said: God has not sent down any narrations unless that has 
become Mutawatir1 and that is because God is not wor-
shipped based on conjecture, rather He is worshipped 
based on certitude! I asked: what is the range of Tawatur? 
He said: what the wise people find certainty with that! I 
said: how many is that in number? He said: four just men 
who are not in discord with one another; as God Almighty 
has said: “Why they did not bring four witnesses to prove 
it?! And since they did not bring four witnesses, they are 
liars in the sight of God” (An-Nur/ 13) I said: It is possible 

1 . [Translator note: Mutawatir is a type of narration which has enough num-
ber of narrators in each class such that collusion or error of all of them is not 
possible and this type of narration brings about certitude.]
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that they have disagreement on the words, but their con-
cepts are the same! He said: there is no problem and some 
of them should not be companions to the others in order 
to avoid accusation (of collusions with or receptions from 
one another) in their narrations! In this moment he went 
into silence for a short moment and then said: Indeed the 
Salafists set intellect aside, so their faces became ugly!

Explanation of the saying:
According to this enlightening saying, if a narration 

brings certainty for the wise people is recognized as a 
Mutawatir one and that is a narration such that at least 
four just men has narrated it in each level provided that 
firstly, they do not have discrepancy in the concept even 
if they have discrepancies in the textual words and sec-
ondly, they have not been companions of one another so 
that they may be accused of collusion with or reception 
from each other. Another delicate point is that his hon-
or Mansoor, deems ugliness of Salafists a consequence 
of their irrationalism and this is something which can be 
seen by induction; Because most of them grow their beard 
long abnormally and cut their mustaches short extraordi-
narily and also their facial appearances have been affect-
ed metaphysically by their beliefs and deeds and hence 
they have become ugly; As Almighty God has said in His 
book:  ْ مَاهُ  بِسِ�ي

َ
رِمُون �جْ ُ  الْ

ُ
  (Rahman/ 41); “The sinners (inيُعْرَف

the resurrection day) are recognized by their faces” and 
He has said: ۚ ْ مَاهُ مْ بِسِ�ي ُ �تَ

ْ
عَرَف

َ
ل
َ
مْ ف ُ كَ يْنَا رَ

َ أ َ
اءُ ل

َ
ش

َ
وْ ن

َ
 ; (Mohammad/ 30)وَل

“And if We wish We can show them to you, so that you 
will recognize them by their faces”. We seek refuge to 
God from irrationalism that makes the face ugly in this 
world and dark in the hereafter.
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